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US VP Pence reiterates strong 
India-US ties

Washington, Sept 1:  
Pranab Mukherjee 

believed deeply in the 
importance of India and 
the US tackling global 
challenges together, 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden has 
said, condoling the death 
of the former president.  

Several other 
prominent US leaders 
and organisations also 
condoled Mukherjee’s 
death, saying he will go 
down in history among 
India’s most distinguished 
statesmen and scholars.  

The 84-year-old 

veteran politician died 
after he suffered a septic 
shock on Sunday. He 
died of a cardiac arrest 
on Monday evening 
following a 21-day battle 
with multiple ailments.  

“President Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee was a devout 
public servant who 
believed deeply in the 
importance of our two 
nations tackling global 
challenges together. Jill 
and I are saddened to 
hear of his passing - 
our prayers go out to 
his loved ones and the 
Indian people,” Biden 

said on Monday.  
As a Senator, in 

particular as member 
of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and 
its chairman and later as 
the vice president of the 
United States, Biden had 
a strong friendship with 
Mukherjee, who was one 
of the most well-known 
Indian leaders in the US.  

According to Deputy 
Secretary of State 
Stephen Biegun, a strong 
US-India partnership will 
be one of Mukherjee’s 
many lasting legacies.  

“He’ll go down in 

history among India’s 
most distinguished 
statesmen and scholars, 
and his many visits to 
Washington, everything 
he did for the relationship, 
played an instrumental 
role in expanding this 
US-India relationship, 
both in defence and 
external affairs when he 
was the minister,” the 
top American diplomat 
said during the virtual 
India US Leadership 
Summit organised by 
the US India Strategic 
and Partnership Forum 
(USISPF).

Biden recalls Pranab’s role in
 enlarging Indo-US ties
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‘Clear indications of community 
spread in rural areas’

New Delhi Sept. 1:  
A group of public health 

experts has recommended 
that schools and other 
educational institutions 
should be reopened in 

a graded manner while 
highlighting that the 
lockdown should be 
discontinued as a strategy 
for control of the spread 
of coronavirus.   

 T h e  n a t i o nw i d e 
lockdown induced by 
COVID-19 in March 
prompted schools and 
colleges to move to the 
virtual world for teaching 
and learning activities.   
The recommendations 

were made in a report 
compiled by experts from 
the Indian Public Health 
Assoc ia t ion ( IPHA) , 
Indian Association of 
Preventive and Social 
Medicine (IAPSM) and 
the Indian Association of 
Epidemiologists (IAE).   
Recommending that 

the opening of schools 
and other educational 
institutions could be started 
in a graded manner, the 
experts said it is time 
now to move towards 
normalcy.   
“There should be a 

pragmat i c approach , 
especially in areas where 
sufficient population is 
already infected with 
SARS CoV-2 (As assessed 
by expert committee). Even 
in low infection areas, 
schools may be opened 
with due safety measures 
(social distancing, alternate 
work days, etc.), and with 
adequate surveillance for 
any outbreaks acceleration 
due to schools,” they  said.   
The experts said closure 

of educational institutions, 
especially schools for 
children (5-18 years) has 
had a significant impact 
on the teaching-learning 

system as well as mental 
health of the children.   
“The impact has been 

disproportionately higher 
on the children of lower 
socio-economic strata 
who do not have social 
capital for alternatives 
like digital platforms. 
Sufficient evidence is 
available that infected, 
young children are at 
an extremely low risk 
of developing morbidity,” 
they said.   
The risk of young 

children transmit t ing 
corona infection to older 
family members would 
be the same as adult 
family members who 
are permitted to carry 
out activities outside of 
home environment, they                     
said.   
They also said the 

lockdown as a strategy for 
control of the contagion 
should be discontinued.   
“Geographically limited 

restrictions for short 
periods may be imposed 
in epidemiologica l ly 
defined clusters. Cluster 
restrictions should be 
considered only in areas 
wi th no communi ty 
transmission,” they said.   
The primary purpose of 

the lockdown was to slow 
down the pandemic and 
gain time for preparedness 
to fight it, and this purpose 
has already been achieved, 
the report said.   
 There is no evidence 

that any useful purpose 
would be served by 
weekend, intermittent or 
night time lockdown, 
banning of domestic 
flights and large sized 
containment zones, the 
experts noted.   
“In large cities where 

already there has been 
substantial spread (can be 
assessed by the expert 
committee) there is no 
advantage of creating 
containment zones and 
aggressive testing,” they 
said.   
T h e  g r o u p  a l s o 

recommended that primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
heal th care services 
including outpatient and 
inpatient services including 
routine and emergency 
surgeries should resume 
as early as feasible, at 
least in those areas that 
are progressing towards 
higher levels of immunity 
and in towns and districts 
with no cases. 

Experts moot reopening schools in graded manner

New Delhi, Sept 1:   
Congress leaders, including for-

mer prime minister Manmohan 
Singh and party chief Sonia Gan-
dhi, condoled the death of former 
president Pranab Mukherjee , re-
membering him as India’s finest 
statesman and a visionary leader.   

 Singh said the nation has lost 
one of its greatest leaders.   

“I have learnt with profound 
sorrow about the passing away 
of Shri Pranab Mukherjee, former 
president of India. In his death, 
our country has lost one of its 
greatest leaders of Independent In-
dia. He and I worked very closely 
in the government of India and 
I depended on him a great deal 
for his wisdom, vast knowledge 
and experience of public affairs,” 
Singh said in his condolence mes-
sage.   

Mukherjee died on Monday in 

the Army’s Research and Referral 
Hospital here, his son Abhijit said. 
He was 84. In a letter to Mukher-
jee’s daughter Sharmistha, Sonia 
Gandhi said his life over the past 
five decades mirrored 50 years of 
India’s history. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi said, “With great 
sadness, the nation receives the 
news of the unfortunate demise of 
our former President Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee.” The government an-
nounced a seven-day mourning as 
a mark of respect.  

Other Congress leaders, includ-
ing Ahmed Patel, Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra, Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, also 
expressed grief over Mukherjee’s 
demise.   

Patel said Mukherjee was like 
his elder brother. “His demise has 
left a permanent vacuum in In-
dia’s public life. He was an en-

cyclopaedia of Indian politics,” he 
said.   

Priyanka Gandhi said the entire 
nation has suffered an irreparable 
loss.   

“Pranab da was a guiding force 
for the entire Congress family and 
was an able politician. My deep 
condolences. May God grant cour-
age to his family in this hour 
of grief to bear this loss,” she 
tweeted.

Leader of Opposition Ghulam 
Nabi Azad said, “Passing away 
of former President Sh Pranab 
Mukherjee is a great loss to the 
nation as well as a personal loss 
to me. Pranab Da was truly a 
friend, philosopher and guide for 
me. His contributions to Congress 
and this nation are unparalleled. 
Heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily.”  

We have lost a great 
leader, Sonia grieves 

demise of Pranab
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Washington, Sept. 1:   
Vice President Mike 

Pence on Monday 
reaffirmed America’s 
commitment to a free 
and open Indo-Pacific 

and said a strong US-
India partnership is in 
their strategic interests, 
amid China flexing 
its muscles in the                                      
region.   

Speaking at a virtual 
event on the US-India 
organized by the US-
India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF), a non-
profit organization, Pence 
said that American 
strength first comes 
from its militarily and 
economically, but also 
from the strength of 
relationships.   

“There’s no question 
that that the relationship 
that has been forged over 
the years, and then under 
President Trump and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has never been 
stronger,” he said, adding 
that it will strengthen the 
hands of those of who 
want to see a future of 
freedom in the Indo-
Pacific, and a future of 
freedom cross Asia.   

The Chinese military 
has been flexing its 

muscles in the Indo-
Pacific region and is 
also engaged in hotly 
contested territorial 
disputes in both the 
South China Sea (SCS) 
and the East China Sea 
(ECS).   

China claims nearly 
all of the South China 
Sea, though Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia and Vietnam 
all claim parts of it.   

Beijing has built up 

and militarized many of 
the islands and reefs it 
controls in the region.   

Both the SCS and the 
ECS are stated to be 
rich in minerals, oil and 
other natural resources 
and are also vital to 
global                   trade.   

Responding to a 
question on China, Pence 
said that most of the 
tariffs President Trump 
imposed on China are all 
still in place.   
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US VP Pence reiterates strong 
India-US ties

Washington, Sept 1:  
Pranab Mukherjee 

believed deeply in the 
importance of India and 
the US tackling global 
challenges together, 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden has 
said, condoling the death 
of the former president.  

Several other 
prominent US leaders 
and organisations also 
condoled Mukherjee’s 
death, saying he will go 
down in history among 
India’s most distinguished 
statesmen and scholars.  

The 84-year-old 

veteran politician died 
after he suffered a septic 
shock on Sunday. He 
died of a cardiac arrest 
on Monday evening 
following a 21-day battle 
with multiple ailments.  

“President Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee was a devout 
public servant who 
believed deeply in the 
importance of our two 
nations tackling global 
challenges together. Jill 
and I are saddened to 
hear of his passing - 
our prayers go out to 
his loved ones and the 
Indian people,” Biden 

said on Monday.  
As a Senator, in 

particular as member 
of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and 
its chairman and later as 
the vice president of the 
United States, Biden had 
a strong friendship with 
Mukherjee, who was one 
of the most well-known 
Indian leaders in the US.  

According to Deputy 
Secretary of State 
Stephen Biegun, a strong 
US-India partnership will 
be one of Mukherjee’s 
many lasting legacies.  

“He’ll go down in 

history among India’s 
most distinguished 
statesmen and scholars, 
and his many visits to 
Washington, everything 
he did for the relationship, 
played an instrumental 
role in expanding this 
US-India relationship, 
both in defence and 
external affairs when he 
was the minister,” the 
top American diplomat 
said during the virtual 
India US Leadership 
Summit organised by 
the US India Strategic 
and Partnership Forum 
(USISPF).

Biden recalls Pranab’s role in
 enlarging Indo-US ties
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‘Clear indications of community 
spread in rural areas’

New Delhi Sept. 1:  
A group of public health 

experts has recommended 
that schools and other 
educational institutions 
should be reopened in 

a graded manner while 
highlighting that the 
lockdown should be 
discontinued as a strategy 
for control of the spread 
of coronavirus.   

 T h e  n a t i o nw i d e 
lockdown induced by 
COVID-19 in March 
prompted schools and 
colleges to move to the 
virtual world for teaching 
and learning activities.   
The recommendations 

were made in a report 
compiled by experts from 
the Indian Public Health 
Assoc ia t ion ( IPHA) , 
Indian Association of 
Preventive and Social 
Medicine (IAPSM) and 
the Indian Association of 
Epidemiologists (IAE).   
Recommending that 

the opening of schools 
and other educational 
institutions could be started 
in a graded manner, the 
experts said it is time 
now to move towards 
normalcy.   
“There should be a 

pragmat i c approach , 
especially in areas where 
sufficient population is 
already infected with 
SARS CoV-2 (As assessed 
by expert committee). Even 
in low infection areas, 
schools may be opened 
with due safety measures 
(social distancing, alternate 
work days, etc.), and with 
adequate surveillance for 
any outbreaks acceleration 
due to schools,” they  said.   
The experts said closure 

of educational institutions, 
especially schools for 
children (5-18 years) has 
had a significant impact 
on the teaching-learning 

system as well as mental 
health of the children.   
“The impact has been 

disproportionately higher 
on the children of lower 
socio-economic strata 
who do not have social 
capital for alternatives 
like digital platforms. 
Sufficient evidence is 
available that infected, 
young children are at 
an extremely low risk 
of developing morbidity,” 
they said.   
The risk of young 

children transmit t ing 
corona infection to older 
family members would 
be the same as adult 
family members who 
are permitted to carry 
out activities outside of 
home environment, they                     
said.   
They also said the 

lockdown as a strategy for 
control of the contagion 
should be discontinued.   
“Geographically limited 

restrictions for short 
periods may be imposed 
in epidemiologica l ly 
defined clusters. Cluster 
restrictions should be 
considered only in areas 
wi th no communi ty 
transmission,” they said.   
The primary purpose of 

the lockdown was to slow 
down the pandemic and 
gain time for preparedness 
to fight it, and this purpose 
has already been achieved, 
the report said.   
 There is no evidence 

that any useful purpose 
would be served by 
weekend, intermittent or 
night time lockdown, 
banning of domestic 
flights and large sized 
containment zones, the 
experts noted.   
“In large cities where 

already there has been 
substantial spread (can be 
assessed by the expert 
committee) there is no 
advantage of creating 
containment zones and 
aggressive testing,” they 
said.   
T h e  g r o u p  a l s o 

recommended that primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
heal th care services 
including outpatient and 
inpatient services including 
routine and emergency 
surgeries should resume 
as early as feasible, at 
least in those areas that 
are progressing towards 
higher levels of immunity 
and in towns and districts 
with no cases. 

Experts moot reopening schools in graded manner

New Delhi, Sept 1:   
Congress leaders, including for-

mer prime minister Manmohan 
Singh and party chief Sonia Gan-
dhi, condoled the death of former 
president Pranab Mukherjee , re-
membering him as India’s finest 
statesman and a visionary leader.   

 Singh said the nation has lost 
one of its greatest leaders.   

“I have learnt with profound 
sorrow about the passing away 
of Shri Pranab Mukherjee, former 
president of India. In his death, 
our country has lost one of its 
greatest leaders of Independent In-
dia. He and I worked very closely 
in the government of India and 
I depended on him a great deal 
for his wisdom, vast knowledge 
and experience of public affairs,” 
Singh said in his condolence mes-
sage.   

Mukherjee died on Monday in 

the Army’s Research and Referral 
Hospital here, his son Abhijit said. 
He was 84. In a letter to Mukher-
jee’s daughter Sharmistha, Sonia 
Gandhi said his life over the past 
five decades mirrored 50 years of 
India’s history. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi said, “With great 
sadness, the nation receives the 
news of the unfortunate demise of 
our former President Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee.” The government an-
nounced a seven-day mourning as 
a mark of respect.  

Other Congress leaders, includ-
ing Ahmed Patel, Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra, Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, also 
expressed grief over Mukherjee’s 
demise.   

Patel said Mukherjee was like 
his elder brother. “His demise has 
left a permanent vacuum in In-
dia’s public life. He was an en-

cyclopaedia of Indian politics,” he 
said.   

Priyanka Gandhi said the entire 
nation has suffered an irreparable 
loss.   

“Pranab da was a guiding force 
for the entire Congress family and 
was an able politician. My deep 
condolences. May God grant cour-
age to his family in this hour 
of grief to bear this loss,” she 
tweeted.

Leader of Opposition Ghulam 
Nabi Azad said, “Passing away 
of former President Sh Pranab 
Mukherjee is a great loss to the 
nation as well as a personal loss 
to me. Pranab Da was truly a 
friend, philosopher and guide for 
me. His contributions to Congress 
and this nation are unparalleled. 
Heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily.”  

We have lost a great 
leader, Sonia grieves 

demise of Pranab
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Washington, Sept. 1:   
Vice President Mike 

Pence on Monday 
reaffirmed America’s 
commitment to a free 
and open Indo-Pacific 

and said a strong US-
India partnership is in 
their strategic interests, 
amid China flexing 
its muscles in the                                      
region.   

Speaking at a virtual 
event on the US-India 
organized by the US-
India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF), a non-
profit organization, Pence 
said that American 
strength first comes 
from its militarily and 
economically, but also 
from the strength of 
relationships.   

“There’s no question 
that that the relationship 
that has been forged over 
the years, and then under 
President Trump and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has never been 
stronger,” he said, adding 
that it will strengthen the 
hands of those of who 
want to see a future of 
freedom in the Indo-
Pacific, and a future of 
freedom cross Asia.   

The Chinese military 
has been flexing its 

muscles in the Indo-
Pacific region and is 
also engaged in hotly 
contested territorial 
disputes in both the 
South China Sea (SCS) 
and the East China Sea 
(ECS).   

China claims nearly 
all of the South China 
Sea, though Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia and Vietnam 
all claim parts of it.   

Beijing has built up 

and militarized many of 
the islands and reefs it 
controls in the region.   

Both the SCS and the 
ECS are stated to be 
rich in minerals, oil and 
other natural resources 
and are also vital to 
global                   trade.   

Responding to a 
question on China, Pence 
said that most of the 
tariffs President Trump 
imposed on China are all 
still in place.   
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